[Systemic urticaria, sclerosing osteopathy, monoclonal gammopathy (Schnitzler syndrome). Apropos of a case].
A 65 years old man has been suffering from the upper limbs and legs for 2 years. Bone pain was associated with a non pruritic chronic urticaria and fever. Bone scintigraphy showed lesions of the lower limbs. X rays showed only one sclerotic bone lesion. Immunoelectrophoretic analysis showed an IgM kappa monoclonal gammapathy. Bone marrow aspirate and bone marrow biopsy were normal. The association of chronic urticaria, bone pain and macroglobulinemia has been first reported by L. Schnitzler. Seventeen other cases have been reported in the literature. The pathogenesis of the syndrome is unknown although anti-interleukin 1 alpha autoantibodies were found in several cases (8 out of 13).